Brainstem auditory evoked potentials in migraine--evidence of increased side differences during the pain-free interval.
Brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) were recorded in 38 unselected patients (6 m./32 f.; age 18-54 yrs.) with various forms of migraine, during the pain-free interval. The values were compared to those of 50 control persons (18 m./32 f.; age 17-75 yrs.). Peak latencies (PL I-VI), interpeak latencies (IPL I-III, III-V, I-V) and side differences of all peaks (delta I-VI) were calculated. In contrast to PL's of migraine patients, all PL's of control persons were normally distributed. In 6 migraine patients (2 with basilar migraine) PL's were pathologically delayed. Statistical analysis did not show any significant difference in regard to PL's and IPL's between migraine patients and controls. However, side differences of all peaks (except peak IV,VI) were significantly increased in migraine patients as compared to controls. Our results indicate a slight but permanent impairment of brainstem function in migraine.